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but they were obliged to yield to his humility and admit him among the
lay-brothers of the community. He was not only a fervent novice, which
we often see, but also a most fervent religious man, always advancing and
never losing ground. Though his rule was most austere, he added con-
tinually to its severity, but always with simplicity of heart, without the
least attachment to his own will; and whenever he was admonished of
any excess in his practices of mortification, he most readily confined him-
self to the letter of his rule. The meanest employments always gave
him the highest satisfaction. Whenever he changed convents, according
to the custom of his Order, the better to prevent any secret attachments
of the heart, he never complained of anything, nor so much as said that
he found anything in one house more agreeable than in another; because,
being entirely dead to himself, he everywhere sought only God. He
never allowed himself a moment of repose between the church and cloister
duties and his work; nor did his labour interrupt his prayer. He had
never more than one habit, and that always threadbare. He walked
without sandals in the snows and in the roughest roads. He accommodated
himself to all places and seasons, and was always content, cheerful, mild,
affable, and full of respect for all. He thought himself honoured if
employed in any painful and low office to serve anyone.

The general of the Order happening to be at Paris, Paschal was sent
thither to him about some necessary business of his province. Many of
the cities through which he was to pass in France were in the hands of
the Huguenots, who were then in arms. Yet he offered" himself to a
martyrdom of obedience, travelled in his habit, and without so much as
sandals on his feet was often pursued by the Huguenots with sticks and
stones, and received a wound on one shoulder of which he remained lame
as long as he lived. He was twice taken for a spy; but God delivered
him out of all dangers. On the very day on which he arrived at his
convent from this tedious journey, he went out to his work and other
duties as usual. He never spoke of anything that had happened to him
in his journey unless asked; and then was careful to suppress whatever
might reflect on him the least honour or praise. He had a singular devotion
to the mother of God, whose intercession he never ceased to implore that
he might be preserved from sin. The holy sacrament of the altar was the
object of his most tender devotion; also the passion of our divine Redeemer.
He spent, especially towards the end of his life, a considerable part of the
night at the foot of the altar on his knees or prostrate on the ground.
In prayer he was often favoured with ecstasies and raptures. He died
at Villa Reale, near Valentia, on the iyth of May in 1592, being fifty-two
years old. His corpse was exposed three days, during which time the
great multitudes which from all parts visited the church were witnesses
to many miracles by which God attested the sanctity of his servant.